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Why the Rate of Active Wikipedia Users Has Been Rapidly Decreasing  

INTRODUCTION   PROCESS  

   The  goal of the project was to extract 

data from Wikipedia regarding a specific 

cohort to monitor the effects that 

Wikipedia’s current system of 

maintenance and management has on 

the users that are active during said 

time. We observed the factors that may 

cause members of said cohort to remain 

editing within Wikipedia or to abandon 

Wikipedia altogether. 
 

• Total Number of Users: 257,560 

• Total Number of Users Who Edit: 54,165 

• Total Number of Edits: 616,134 

• Main Article Edits: 408,308  

FUTURE WORK 
• Test data in different conditions 

• Survival curve 

• Cox hazard model 

• Bayesian model 

• Upgrade the data visualization 

web application   

• Actual revert rate is 10% but as 

displayed in the bigrams chart, 

revert related words are used most 

frequently. 
 

• Considering the usage of WP:CBFP 

as the most cited policy and the 

prevalence of “vandalism” in the 

bigram statistics, it can be inferred 

that Wikipedia still holds potential 

vandalism at a high priority. 
 

• Proper amount of reverts (25%-

50%) help new Wikipedia users to 

survive by providing interaction with 

other users rather than inattention. 

METHODS 

1 

• Collecting data 
 

Understand ecosystem of Wikipedia 

2 
• Engineering data 
• Bigrams and Trigrams 

3 
• Visualization 
• Data visualization web application 

4 
• Analyze data 
• Survival curve 

• To collect related data:  

• Wikipedia API. 

• Parse comments by using regular 

expressions.   
 

• Make new features  
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CONCLUSION 

RESULT 

59.9% 

0.9% 

Was 

Reverted 

Whether Wikipedia edits were 

reverted by users 

Used Policies What policies users cite when 

they revert edits 

Used Tools What tools users 

implemented when they 

revert edits 

10.3% 

User Survival Graph by Receiving Revert 

Clue Bot False Positive 

: automatic revert bot 

Assume Good Faith 

Citing Source 
Identifying Reliable 

Sources 

Biographies of living persons 

■25% Reverted 

■25%-50% Reverted 

■50%-75% Reverted 

■75% Reverted 

■Not Reverted 


